
History 
2017 - Summer Assignment: One Summer in America 
 

Your summer assignment for history is to research and complete a report on a 
single summer in the history of the United States. We often talk about long stretches of 
time in history and themes that play out over decades and centuries. But there is a lot to 
be gained and learned by delving deeply into a single time period. Some summers in 
America have mattered more than others (some falls and winters too but this is a summer 
project). You have the benefit of looking back and knowing what those people didn’t. 
Maybe something big was about to happen that only a few people knew was coming or 
maybe no one. 

Your report should tell the class the story of this long ago summer. What 
happened? What was the country like then? What issues were people facing?  What did 
people value? Love? Fear? Having in depth knowledge about people, events, issues, and 
trends enables us now to better place ourselves in their shoes.  

The report is to be visual and oral so it requires no written paper. You must have a 
visual aid as part of your report. This could be a poster or tri-fold, but it could also be as 
high tech as a PowerPoint or video recording, as long as you make it yourself.  
  
 
Requirements 
 

1. This report must include pictures from the summer you choose. These can be 
printed off the internet, cut out of magazines, drawn/hand sketched, or taken with 
your own camera. (Make sure you can explain what each picture shows. I‘ll 
probably ask about them.) 

 
2. You must be ready to present your report to during the first week of school. Be 

ready to show your report, tell the class all about this summer, and answer 
questions. Presentations should be about 2 – 5 minutes long. 

 
3. Your report must include: 

a. A timeline of at least 14 events from the following categories:  
● News/Media 
● Art/Architecture 
● Religion 
● Science/Technology 
● Education 
● Politics/Government 
● Geography/Environment 

 
b. Details of at least two separate events and their impact. 
c. Two important places that mattered in some way that summer. 
d. Two important people who influenced the country in some important way 

during that summer. 



e. Two primary sources from that time to give us a window into what life 
was like for Americans that summer. 

f. The importance of the summer in American history (What made this few 
months special?) 

g. Answer to this question: How did America change based on the events of 
that summer? 

 
4. Your report (whatever form it takes) should be neat and easy to understand. 
 
5. Your report must have a title  - The Summer of _____________ : (Date) 

 
 
 
Grades 
 

This report will be one of the first major grades in my class. It is worth 75 points. 
I’m going to grade you reports in found categories.  
 

1. Creativity  – 15pts 
a. Information should be displayed and presented in an interesting way 

that makes people take notice. 
 

2. Neatness/Completion – 15pts 
a. This means that everything is easy to understand and neatly presented 

in your report.  
b. If you have papers hanging off the edge of a poster, sloppy writing, big 

blank spots, or place where you meant to put pictures but forgot those 
kinds of things will count against you. 

 
3. Accuracy – 15pts 

a. I’ll check up on all the things you wrote or said in your report to make 
sure they’re correct. So, if you can’t quite remember you probably 
better double (or triple) check your facts. 

 
4. Presentation – 15pts 

a. Presentations should be interesting, not too slow or too fast, loud but 
not too loud. Remember you have a time limit (2 – 5min). 

b. Presentations should show that you are now a class expert on your 
summer. 

 
5. Integration - 15pts 

a. This is a history project, but that doesn’t mean you can’t talk about 
other subjects. You should include information about other subjects 
(science, math, language, foreign languages, art etc.) as it pertains to 
your chosen summer. 



Recommendations 
 

● Start on this early so you have time to go back and change things or fix things. 
 
● Work on this steadily throughout the summer; Don’t try to rush and do it all in the 

weeks or days before school starts 
 

● Practice your presentations at home (Alone and in front of your family). It’ll be 
easier to talk for five minutes in front of the class if you’ve already done it. 

 
● Try to pick a time period that you’re really interested in. It will be much more fun 

to work on and you’ll have an easier time making the rest of the class interested in 
it. 

 
● You may have to look at old newspapers and magazines to do this project. You 

might have to talk to your grandparents or people in their generation to do this 
project. Google may be helpful but it will not give you all the answers. 

 
● If you lose this sheet check my blog under the assignments tab for your grade. 

○ www.mrwilsonblog.wordpress.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mrwilsonblog.wordpress.com/

